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II. The R61e of the Occupational Groups
The whole of the French economic organization, including the
distribution of agricultural produce, has been reconstructed on a
single model, with modifications. Transport in all forms, which
either in fact or in law directly depends on the State, is the one
exception. Agriculture, indeed, is under a different system, the
corporative system, but the organizations in charge of the chief
commodities produced (cereals, milk, horses and mules, etc.),
which have already been examined, come within the same frame-
work, as well as the distribution of agricultural produce.
Each national branch of production or trade is placed under the
authority of an Organizing Committee; each national branch of
the allocation of agricultural produce is placed under the authority
of an Allocation Office; the whole allocation of industrial products
is placed under the authority of a single Central Office, but this
office is subdivided into sections, each with a national allocation
officer at its head, which centralize all questions relating to any
given branch of activity. The whole of trade is directed by a
General Organizing Committee, divided into special committees.
Each of these central bodies has its own staff; it is at the head of
regional bodies constituted on the same model, which in turn have
direct authority over all operators or employers belonging to their
branch of activity, over all groups of employers, workers, or
technicians attached more or less directly to this branch. What
is essential to note is that these various organizations are com-
pulsory. It is not open to those concerned to come under them
or not as they please. The organizations have the power to make
regulations applying with the force of laws to the whole of the
occupation, and a disciplinary power over all members of the
occupation.
This organization is copied exactly from the German organiza-
tions of the "Reichsgruppe Industrie" and the "Rohstoffbewirt-
schaftungsamter."
All the members of the Committee, and the divisions or sections
of the Central Office, are appointed by the Government. They
have been recruited only among the employers, and even only
from among the large employers. That is to say, that the
whole of French organization is to-day in the hands of the big
industrialists.
In a statement to Paris-Soir (the edition for the free zone,
March 25, 1941), Pucheu, the Secretary of State for Industrial
Production, was obliged to recognize the truth of these facts. He
pointed out on that occasion that his task would be in fact "to
bring the industrialists day by day to understand that when they